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Introduction 

 
The Dorset Studio School is welcoming students to a brand new school 

designed to equip young people with the skills, knowledge and experience they 

require to succeed in work in the land and environment sectors.  Students 

commence study of GCSEs in Year 9 and enjoy an innovative curriculum 

including a full range of academic qualifications (equating to 10 GCSEs), along 

with regular work placements from Year 10 onwards. The school operates from 

its own brand new state-of-the-art building, with modern teaching and 

learning spaces that reflect a workplace environment. Studio School 

students also benefit from the facilities on the Kingston Maurward College 

campus. Students need to have a strong sense of responsibility to  enable them 

to fully participate safely and engage with the demanding expectations of the 

school, campus and workplaces.  We have a qualified part-time SENCo; 

teaching assistants and teaching staff who ensure that the needs of students 

with SEN are met. 

 
In this booklet you will find information that will answer your questions on 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and how we provide for them at 
Dorset Studio School. If you have any further questions do not hesitate to 
contact our SENCo at Kerry.Smith@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk or 01305 215028 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/kerry.smith.KMC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/BTLBFSUS/Kerry.Smith@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
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Special Educational Needs staff and contact details 

 

Mrs Suzanne Cray Assistant Principal  Suzanne.Cray@kmc.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Kerry Smith SENCo   Kerry.Smith@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Mrs E Parker Assistant SENCo  Elanor.Parker@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Mrs E Orrell  CSW*    Elisabeth.Orrell@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

Mrs R Thorburn CSW/Teaching Assistant Roberta.Thoburn@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:Suzanne.Cray@kmc.ac.uk
mailto:Kerry.Smith@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
Elanor.Parker@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
Elisabeth.Orrell@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
Roberta.Thoburn@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
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Mrs L Foster  CSW    Leesa.Foster@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk  

 

   

Mrs J. Ridout CSW    Jo.Ridout@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

Miss M Loveless Teaching Assistant  Megan.Lovelace@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

Mrs K Hook  Teaching Assistant  Kath.Hook@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternatively, staff can be contacted by calling 01305 215028. 

Kerry Smith’s (SENCo) direct telephone number: 01305 215270 

 

 

*Communication Support Worker 

Leesa.Foster@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk%09
file://///staff/Documents$/Kerry.Smith/Desktop/SEND/Jo.Ridout@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
Megan.Lovelace@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
Kath.Hook@dorsetstudioschool.co.uk
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What kinds of special needs does the Dorset Studio School 

make provision for? 

 

Our first response to supporting students with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND) is to provide high quality teaching which targets a student’s 

area of development through a personalised and differentiated curriculum. If a 

student still continues to make less than expected progress the Special 

Educational Needs Team will assess whether the student has SEN. Any student 

identified as having a learning need will have at least one of four broad areas 

of need. This enables us to make sure we are taking appropriate action to 

support a student’s needs. On the following page, you can see the four broad 

areas of need and the interventions we put in place, as a school, to support 

them. 
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Area of Need Examples of support in our School How we check the support is 
working 

Cognition and Learning  
This is when a student learns at a 
slower pace than others in their 
class. It may be that they have a 
low reading or comprehension 
age.  This also includes conditions 
such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and 
dyspraxia. 
 

Differentiation through quality 
first teaching, some small 
teaching groups, small group 
literacy and numeracy support, 
individual literacy and numeracy 
support may be available and 
some TA support in lessons may 
be available. We are currently 
using the Salford Reading 
programme. Professionals from 
SENSS and the Educational 
Psychology Service visit us. 
 

Interventions will be evaluated 
through lesson observations, 
learning walks, teacher 
assessment, parent views, 
student views, external 
assessments, reading 
assessments and spelling 
assessments. 

Communication & Interaction  
This is when a student has 
difficulty communicating with 
others. This may be because they 
have difficulty saying what they 
want to, understanding what is 
being said to them or they do not 
understand or use social rules of 
communication. 
 

Differentiation through quality 
first teaching and some small 
teaching groups. We have several 
experienced Communication 
Support Workers (CSW) and our 
SENCo has undertaken national 
autism training. All of our 
students will be assigned a 
mentor. A member of the Speech 
and Language Therapy Team visits 
us. 

Interventions will be evaluated 
through lesson observations, 
learning walks, teacher 
assessment, parent views, 
student views, CSW assessments 
and external assessments. 

Social, emotional and mental 
health difficulties  
These difficulties may include 
becoming withdrawn or isolated, 
as well as displaying challenging, 
disruptive or disturbing 
behaviour. These behaviours may 
reflect underlying mental health 
difficulties, such as anxiety and 
depression, self-harming, eating 
disorders or substance misuse. 
Other children or young people 
may have disorders such as 
attention deficit disorder, 
attention deficit hyperactive 
disorder or attachment disorder. 
 

Differentiation through quality 
first teaching and some small 
teaching groups. Students at the 
Dorset Studio School will be 
involved in regular mentoring 
sessions and some TA support 
may be available. An educational 
psychologist visits us and we 
endeavour to work with 
Children’s Adolescent and Mental 
Health Service (CAMHS), as well 
as the social care team. 
 
 

Interventions will be evaluated 
through lesson observations, 
learning walks, teacher 
assessment, parent views, 
student views, CSW assessments 
and external assessments. 

Sensory and/or physical needs  
This is when a student has a 
disability that hinders them from 
using the educational facilities 
generally provided, such as a 
visual, hearing or multi-sensory 
impairment.  
 

Differentiation through quality 
first teaching and some small 
teaching groups We have several 
communication and support 
workers and some TA support 
may be available. Risk 
assessments will be carried out 
and reasonable adjustments will 
be made (e.g. accessibility, health 
and safety). 

Interventions will be evaluated 
through lesson observations, 
learning walks, teacher 
assessment, parent views, 
student views, CSW/TA 
assessments and external 
assessments. 
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What type of support do we have at Dorset Studio School? 

At Dorset Studio School we endeavour to ensure each student with SEN gets 
the support they need. Subject teachers are responsible for the progress and 
development of students in their class, including the support given by Teaching 
Assistants or external agencies. High quality teaching, differentiated for 
student’s needs, is the first way we respond to students who have SEN. 
Additional intervention and support cannot make-up for a lack of good 
teaching. To support this, teaching at Dorset Studio School is regularly 
reviewed.  
 

We also have a range of interventions to support students with SEN. These 

may include: 

 Differentiation in lessons through quality first teaching 

 Some small class teaching 

 Teaching Assistants implement literacy and numeracy interventions in 

small groups or 1:1 (such as the Salford Reading Programme) 

 Emotional Support Interventions may be delivered by the Assistant 

SENCo 

 Mentoring 

 Access to a member of the Speech and Language Therapy Team 

 Access to an educational psychologist 

 Visits from a member of the SENSS 

 Several experienced Communication and Support workers (CSW) 

 Teaching Assistants 

 Work experience placements from Year 10 onwards 

 

Interventions will be evaluated every 6 weeks to ensure that students are 

making progress. The impact of interventions will be assessed using a variety of 

methods such as teacher assessment, student and parent feedback, reading 

assessments, spelling assessments, external assessment, learning walks and 

lesson observations. Interventions will be adapted and changed if a student is 

not making progress. Advice from outside agencies such as SENSS or an 

Educational Psychologist may also be sought if progress is not being made. 
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How do we identify and assess special educational needs? 

 

We will initially use transition information from the student’s previous school 
and carry out assessments such as reading tests. Discussions with parents and 
students may also identify SEN. We appreciate that parents have a unique 
insight into their child. Please contact our SENCo, Mrs K Smith, if you wish to 
discuss the possibility that your child may have SEN. We have a thorough 
training programme to ensure our staff’s understanding of strategies to 
support and identify vulnerable students and their knowledge of SEN is up-to-
date. We monitor the grades given to the students by their teachers and also 
track other forms of data such as attendance and behaviour. We may carry out 
further assessments such as spelling or use external agencies which include 
Dorset SEN Specialist Service (SENSS), Speech and Language Therapists, 
Educational Psychologists and Children’s Adolescent and Mental Health Service 
(CAMHS). 
 

When a student is identified as having SEN we use a four-step process to 

ensure barriers to learning are removed and effective provision is put in place. 

This process is known as the ‘Graduated Approach’ and ensures that parents 

and students needs are at the centre of all provision provided.  
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Graduated Approach to 
SEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review overall impact of support 
Assess against SEN Criteria 

Revise plain in light of outcomes 
 

REVIEW 

ASSESS 
STUDENT 

Draw on whole school tracking, views of 
student/parent, external services 

Assess against SEN criteria 

Complete diagnostics assessments 

PLAN 

Teacher, SENCO, parent and student agree interventions, support 
and expected outcomes. 

Record on school system & inform staff 
List of basic strategies to put in place when teaching that student 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO 

Implement planning stage. 
Subject teacher remains responsible for 
working with child on a daily basis and 

assessing the impact of the plan in 
subject areas 

Progress means 
SEN support no 
longer required 

Student 

High quality 
inclusive teaching 

Whole school processes 
for assessing, tracking 

and monitoring progress 

Student making 
inadequate 

progress 

May include 
advice from 

external 
agencies 

INTERVENTION 
GROUPS 
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How do we measure the progress being made by our 

students with SEN? How do we know our support works? 

 

At Dorset Studio School we have rigorous assessment procedures to ensure we 
are keeping track of students’ progress throughout their time with us.  
Students’ progress is measured each half term against national benchmarks.  

This information is discussed with teachers as well as support staff and a 
progress report is sent home. 

 

Parents will be invited into the School three times a year to talk about their 
child’s progress. If your child has more complex needs, then we may review a 
student’s progress through a Person Centred Review. This approach very much 
values the views of the child, the parents as well as the Studio School’s. 

Sometimes we involve outside agencies, such as SENSS or a psychologist to 
support us in making our assessments and these agencies offer advice. 

We also evaluate the quality of our provision each half term. We analyse the 
following: 

 

• Assessment grades given to students by staff against national 
benchmarks. 

• Reading ages and standardised scores 

• Comprehension scores 

• Attendance data 

• Positive and negative behaviour records 

• Parent and student voice 

• Spelling checks 

• Lesson observations/learning walks 

• Work Scrutiny 

• Speaking to students and student feedback forms 

• Parent feedback  
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How do we support students with SEN through transition? 
 
 

The Dorset Studio School works with schools, colleges and other settings to 
support students through transition from one educational setting to another.  
We will work with the SENCO and other staff from your child’s previous school 
to ensure that we understand your child’s needs and can plan for them when 
they move to us. Sometimes we will attend annual review meetings and 
meetings with other agencies at a student’s previous school to help us gather 
all the relevant information. We will also arrange extra visits to Dorset Studio 
School to help with your child’s transition. We will provide photographs of key 
areas of the school and members of staff to students with autism who require 
them in order to facilitate a smooth transition to the Dorset Studio School. 
Parents may also wish to make an appointment to meet our SENCo to discuss 
their child’s needs and have a tour of the school.  
 
Discussions about students’ futures will focus on what they want to achieve 
and the best way we can support them. Every student at our Studio School has 
access to career education via their academic mentors as well as opportunities 
to try out their career choices through work placements from Year 10 onwards. 
Any information about previous SEN provision will be shared by the SENCO 
with the further education or training provider. 
 
Students with an EHCP or Statement of Special Educational Needs will work 
with Ansbury to discuss transitions and career aims. 
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How do we ensure that students with SEN are not treated 
less favourably? 
 

• We raise awareness of students’ needs through the use of Learner 
Passports. Learner Passports will be produced during a discussion 
with students and their parents so that they contain all the 
information that staff require to meet the needs of a student with 
SEN. The Learner Passports are distributed to staff and highlighted 
in staff meetings 

 

• Learning Walks are undertaken by the Senior Management Team, 
the SENCo and other Heads of Departments 

 

• Lesson observations 

 

• The work of students is scrutinised 

 

• Analysis of various data, such as teacher assessment grades, 
attendance and behaviour information 

 

• Meetings with students and parents 

 

• We will monitor extra-curricular information 

 

• Work experience monitoring 
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What extra-curricular activities can a student with SEN 
access at Dorset Studio School? 
 

At Dorset Studio School we work hard to ensure that students with SEN engage 
in all of the activities of the school alongside students who do not have SEN. 
We will try to make sure that students with additional needs are able to take 
part fully in school visits and events in consultation with students and parents. 
We pride ourselves on being an inclusive school. All students are included in 

any activities following an assessment of their conduct to ensure the safety for 

all involved. Our timetable gives students the opportunity to be involved in 

enrichment activities as well as regular land based practical learning. We have a 

successful relationship with Kingston Maurward and are able to use many of 

their facilities and expertise. All students at Dorset Studio School access land 

based work experience placements from Year 10 onwards. 

 
 
 

What training do Dorset Studio School staff have to help 
them support students with SEN? 
 
Mrs Smith will ensure that all necessary staff are aware of students’ specific 
special educational needs. Each student with SEN will have a Learner Passport 
to guide teachers and other staff to support students’ needs.  Mrs Smith will 
work with parents and students to ensure staff receive the appropriate training 
to use the ideas on the passports throughout the year.  

 

She will work with the Studio School’s Senior Management Team to ensure 
teachers’ understanding of strategies to support and identify vulnerable 
students and their knowledge of SEN is up-to-date. This training is run by 
school staff with specialist experience as well as by external agencies.  

 

Most recently staff have received training on differentiation techniques and 
supporting students with ADHD. Teaching Assistants have attended training 
delivered by the Speech and Language Support Therapy Team. The Assistant 
SENCo has recently been completing her National Award for SENCo. 
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How is the curriculum adapted for students with SEN? 
 
We are able to offer a curriculum focused around our specialism in Land Based 
Environment Industries that aims to promote independence for all students 
and caters for their needs. The progress of all students is monitored carefully 
and relevant interventions deployed as required. As part of this strategy we will 
follow the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ graduated response, as outlined on page . 
Our ‘Learner Passports’ identify the types of need a child may have and tell 
staff how the student would like the lessons to be adapted for them. Where 
necessary, resources will be available to support the learning of students. Some 
students like to have: 
 

• Visual aids 

• Resources, such as reading and writing materials, adapted by our 
staff 

• Use a range of ICT equipment including laptops to help them record 
their work in different ways across the School 

• Suitable seating plans. (The positioning of students with physical, 
hearing or sight impairment will always be considered) 

• Teaching Assistants/Communication Support Workers and/or 
mentors will help support them in a lots of ways, such as pre-
tutoring and literacy interventions 

• Reading materials enlarged if they have a visual impairment 
• Work modelled where appropriate 

• The chance to talk to a partner or small group before sharing their 
ideas or writing them down 

 
 

How are parents of students with SEN involved in the 
education of their child? 
 
We will work in partnership with you to identify the needs of your child and put 
in place the correct support. We will invite you into the School to talk about 
your child’s progress at least once per term and you will receive a progress 
report every half term. We will talk about their child’s needs and the support 
they have to help them. These talks will enable us to have open and honest 
communication with you. We will also develop your child’s ‘Learner Passport’ 
with you sometimes at these meetings. This is a one page profile of your child 
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which helps staff meet their needs. We are also able to make home visits. We 
would be happy for you to contact us at any time if you have any concerns or 
anything that you would like to share with us. We appreciate that you have a 
unique insight into your child. 
 
Sometimes we may need to ask for your permission to involve other qualified 
professionals to support your child. You are also welcome to join us in 
developing a ‘Friends of Dorset Studio School’ parent’s group.   

 
 

How are students with SEN involved in their own 
education? 
 
We provide ourselves on having a school that offers great pastoral support for 
all children in a friendly and inclusive environment. As part of our Studio School 
ethos and curriculum all students have access to an academic mentor. This 
encourages students to talk about concerns, targets and strategies that 
produce success for the individual. We will try to involve your child in decisions 
about their learning and they will develop their own ‘Learner Passport’ (a one 
page profile of the child distributed to all staff). We have a ‘Student Voice’ 
where students with SEN are involved in reviewing our support and 
interventions. We will also carry out Person Centred Reviews where this will be 
of benefit. 
 
 

How do we deal with complaints by a parent of a student 
with SEN or by a student with SEN? 
 
We will always work closely with you to try and solve any worries or complaints 
you may have about your child. If you are not entirely happy you should 
contact the SENCo who will work with you to resolve the issue. For further 
information please see our complaints policy which is outlined on our website. 
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How does the governing body involve other people in 
meeting the needs of students with SEN including support 
for their families? 
 
The governing body has a duty to ensure that the Studio School adheres to the 
SEND Code of practice under the Children & Families Act 2014. This means that 
the school governors hold the Head teacher, Dr Minard and the SENCo, Mrs K 
Smith, to account.  
 

The governing body appoints a governor who is specifically responsible for 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. (SEND) Our SEND governor is Peter 
Edwards. He ensures that the school and the SENCo carry out their duties.  
 

One of the key responsibilities of the governing body is to make sure that the 
Studio School’s policy for students with SEND is published on the school 
website. This information must be reviewed annually by the governing body. 
The governing body also has a responsibility to ensure that appropriate 
safeguarding procedures are in place for all students, including those with 
SEND. You can find these policies on our school website.  
 

The governing body, through the SENCo, ensures that other appropriate 
agencies are involved in meeting the needs of students with SEN. The 
governing body are reported to regarding the number of students and their 
additional needs.  
 

We will ask your permission if we think your child would benefit from working 
with an outside agency. The content of the meeting is confidential and is only 
shared with parents, the SENCo and the student’s mentor. Please speak to Mrs 
K Smith if you require more information. 
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What provision is there for students who are looked after 
by the authority and have SEN? 
 
The main contact for students who are looked after by the authority is Mrs 
Suzanne Cray. Students who are looked after by the authority and have SEN will 
have joint reviews so that all agencies are working together for the best 
outcomes for our students. All students at Dorset Studio School have access to 
a mentor and students with LAC may also like to work with one of our outside 

agencies. 
 

How is the learning environment adapted for students with 
SEN? 
 
The Dorset Studio School is on one level, however some areas of Kingston 
Maurward campus are sloped and have uneven surfaces. Where ever possible 
transport arrangements will be made for students who require assistance 
reaching specific areas of the campus. The Studio School has a spacious area 
for lesson change overs and has disabled toilet facilities. 
 
Within classrooms staff will utilise a range of strategies to adapt the learning 
environment for students with SEN. These include the use of seating plans, 
kinaesthetic resources, writing frames, modelling and the use of clear routines. 
Alternative methods of recording work, such as laptops, are available. There is 
a ‘break out’ area in which staff can work 1:1 with students or with small 
groups. 
 
All students at our school have access to a mentor and we may ask outside 
agencies to support us in adapting our learning environment for your child. 
 
You can find our accessibility plan/policy on our web site.  
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How does the Studio School prevent bullying? 
 
All students at our school are assigned a mentor with who they can discuss any 
worries or concerns. We regular monitor our data and act upon our findings. 
Staff will receive training, for example in relation to cyber bullying. We utilise 
our behaviour policy and student conference time in order to prevent bullying. 
 
 

How does the Studio School get more specialised help if 
students need it? 
 
We can make referrals to different specialists that may be able to help your 
child or you to support your child. We will discuss this with you and get your 
permission first. The specialist may like to meet with you before, during or 
after working with your child. We will meet with the professional working with 
your child to share information. Please contact our SENCo, Mrs K Smith, if you 
would like to discuss specialist support for your child. 
 
 

Who are the support services that can help parents with 
children that have SEN? 
 
External services who regularly advise school include the County Psychology 

Service, SEN Specialist Services (SENSS), Hearing and Vision Support Service 

and colleagues in Health. We also have visits from members of the Speech and 

Language Therapy Team and work with Children and Adolescent Mental Health 

Service. 

 

Dorset’s Local Offer 
 
Dorset’s local offer can be found at: www.dorsetforyou.com/local-offer 
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